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else in the many volumes of character^   The lattei has this fine
peroration :
He holds it no great matter to live, and his greatest business to die ;
and is so well acquainted with his last guest that he fears no unkind-
ness from him : neither makes he any other of dying than of walking
home when he is abroad, or of going to bed when he is weary of the
day. He is well provided for both worlds, and is sure of peace here,
of glory hereafter ; and therefore hath a light heart and a cheerful
face. All his fellow-creatuies rejoice to serve him , his betters, the
angels, love to observe him , God Himself takes pleasure to con-
verse with him, and hath sainted him before his death, and in his
death crowned him.
In the characterization of vices, Hall fears lest some should find
his style " less grave, more satirical" ; and here the flowers of
speech, the antitheses, the conceits, which his successors were to
make the special ornament of the character, are most profusely
strewn. "The estate" of the busybody " is too narrow for his
mind, and therefore he is fain to make himself room in others'
affairs, yet ever in pretence of love. No news can stir but by his
door, neither can he know that which he must not tell. . . . His
tongue, L^e the tail of Samson's foxes, carries firebrands, and is
enough to set the whole field of the world on a flame " This is after
Theophras.us,1 and it is interesting to notice that Addison took up
the old theme, in his sketch of the upholsterer who always has the
latest intelligence of foreign affairs and the only solution for every
imbroglio.2 Hall at times keeps fairly close to the Theophrastian
method, as in " The Hypocrite " :
He rises, and looking about with admiration, complains on our
frozen charity, commends the ancient. At church he will ever sit
where he may be seen best, and in the midst of the sermon pulls out
his tables in haste, as if he feared to lose that note ; when he writes
either his forgotten errand or nothing. Then he turns his Bible with
a noise to seek an omitted quotation, and folds the leaf as if he had
found it, and asks aloud the name of the preacher, and repeats it,
whom he publicly salutes, thanks, praises, invites, entertains with
tedious good counsel, with good discourse, if it had come from an
honester mouth.
 1	vni., «< Of News-forging or Rumour-spreading."
 2	Tatler, 355,

